§S10N FOUR

[@ry VERSE

“] have set you an example that you
should do as T have done for you.”
John 13:15

JisLICAL BAsIs
"Mazk 10:43-45; John 13:1-20;
2 Peter 3:18

He BiG Ipea

Jesus is our example of a servant, and
we are to imitate His actions as ser-
vant leaders.

)48 OF THIS
SESSION

During this session you will guide
students to:

» Examirne the concept of servant
leadership from the example of Jesus;

» Discover principles of servant lead-
ership found in Jehn 13:1-20;

* Implement a decision to be servant
leaders by following the example of
Jesus,

FEET GAMES—
A variety of games played with feet.

]w:ok HicH/
MIDDLE S¢HOOL
Froc KiSSIN'»=—

A story about changing into being
servant leaders.

EAM EFFORT~—
HiGH S¢HooL

A SOLDIER AND
A PADRE==

A story on the effects of serving others.

A Foor MEETING—
A Bible study on Jesus' example of
serving His followers.

BHIMGS TO THINK
ABOUT (Orriovan)
Questions to get students thinking
and talking about servant leadership.

)arenT PAGE

A tool to get the session into the
home and allow parents and young
people to discuss how they can be
servant leaders to each other.




LEADER'S DEVOTIONAL

“Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among
you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be
slave of ail. For even the Son of Man did not come to he served, but
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:43-45).

There are a lot of things in this life you most likely wor't get rewarded for here on earth.
As a Christian and servant leader of Jesus Chuist, a lot of your work with young people wilt
probably go unnoticed. You won't hear much applause or see your name in print or find
out that you're up for the Nobel Peace Prize. There will be days when you wonder why
you spend so much time with teenagers. No one will see when you give Tom a ride home
after your youth group meeting for the eighth time in a row. The hours you spend on the
phone tatking to a kid in crisis won't eamn you any frequent listening mileage points. You
wan't see any trophies for being the youth sponsor of the year. A simple fact of Christian
service is that most of your work will, hopefully, go unnoticed. Why? Because that's what
being a servant leader is all about. ‘
Jesus talked about not letting your left hand know what your right hand is doing. True
greatness in God's kingdom is serving without the need for the praise, approval and recog-

nition of others, IUs serving with your eyes on Christ and not yourself. That's not always

easy to do. It's natural to want to know that you're making a positive difference in the lives
of teenagers. Recognition is the feedback that tells you that you're on target. A simple
thank-you is an honest, earthly expression of appreciation. None of those things are
wrong; what's important is that we keep recognition in perspective. One thank-you from
God will go a lot further than a stadium full of cheering fans. Jesus is your model for giv-
ing your life to teenagers. He came to serve and give His life as a ransom for many. As a
servant leader, true greatness is waiting for the most important thank-you stored for you in
heaven. (Written by Joey O’Connor )

“If you wish to be a ieader
you will be frustrated, for
very few people wish to be
led. If you aim 1o be a ser-
vant you will never be frus-
trated.”—Frank F. Warren
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EAM EFFORT

Froe Kissiv’
Ever feel like a frog? Frogs feel slow, low, ugly, puffy, drooped, pooped. I know. One told me.

The frog feeling comes when you want to be bright but feel dumb, when you want to share but you
are selfish, when you want to be thankful but feel resentment, when you want to be great but are
smeall, when you want to care but are indifferent.

Yes, at one time or another each of us has found him- o herself on a lily pad, floating down the
great river of life. Frightened and disgusted, we are 100 froggish to budge.

Once upon a time there was & frog, But he really wasnt a frog, He was a prince who looked and felt
like a frog. A wicked witch bad cast a spelt on him. Only the kiss of a beauttiful maiden could save
him. But since when do cute chicks kiss frogs? So there he sat, an unkissed prince in frog form. But
miracles happen.

One day a beautiful maiden grabbed him up and gave him a big smack. Crash! Boom! Zap! There
he was, 2 handsome prince. And you know the rest. They tived happily ever after. So what is the task
of the Church? To kiss frogs, of course.

1. What do you see asthe point of the Frog Kissin' story?

2. How does beinga servant feader relate to this story?

3, What are specific ways this group can be more effective at servant leadership?

© 1995 by Gospel Light, Permission to photocopy granted.

SESSION FOUR

SERVANT LEADERS



EAM EFFORT

A SOLDIER AND A PADRE

There was a soldier who was wounded in battle, The padre crept over and did what he could for him. He
stayed with him when the remainder of the troops retreated. In the heat of the day he gave him water
from his own water bottle, while he himself remained parched with thirst. In the night, when the chill
frost came down, he covered the wounded man with his own coat, and finally wrapped him up in even
more of his own clothes to save him from the cold. In the end, the wounded man looked up at the padre.
Then said the wounded man, “If Christianity makes a man do for another man what you have done for
me, tell me about it, because T want it.” Christianity in action moved him to envy a faith which could
produce a life like that.!

1, What do you see as the sigaificance of this story?

2. How does the phrase"if Christianity makes  man do for another man what you have done for me, tell me aboutit, because T want
it" relate to being a servant leader?

3. How can this group be more effective at servant leadership?

Note
1. William: Barclay, The Letter to Romans: The Daily Bible Study Series, Rev. Ed. (Philadeiphia: Wesiminster Press, 1975), p. 148.

© 1905 by Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted.
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A Foor MEETING

It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them
the full extent of his love.

The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of
Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he
had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer
clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and
began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what 1 am doing, but later you vrit] understand.”

“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with rae.”

“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as welll

Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body i
clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” For he knew who was going to betray
him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do
you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher and Lord, and
rightly so, for that is what T am. Now that 1, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done
for you. 1 tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, 1ot is 2 messengex greater than
the one who sent him. Now that you know these things you will be blessed if you do them.

“I am not referring to all of you; 1 know those 1 have chosen. But this is to fulfill the scripiure:
“He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me.”

“I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that am
He. 1 tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me
accepts the one who sent me” (Johr 13:1-20).

1. Why doyou tink Jesus washed His discples’ feet?

2. What lessons did Peter learn from his encounter with Jesus?

3. What s the path of blessing according to Joh 13:11?

© 1995 by Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted.
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So WHAT?

What are specific ways we can humble surselves
and serve others in order to make a differencein
their lives?




SESSION FOUR

SERVANT LEADERS

2. What are flustrations of how Jesus was a servant leader?

3. What are ways this group can bea servant to:

2, our families?

b. aurfriends?

¢. our schoals? i

4. our church?

¢. our neighborhoods?

£ the world?

© 1995 by Gospet Light. Permission 1o photecopy granted.
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Actions SpEAK Louper THAN WoRDS
“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now

and forever! Amen" (2 Peter 3:18).

How does growing in grace and knowledge of Jesus relateto serving others?

Albert Schweitzer was a person who knew a lot about serving. He was a missionary doctor in Africa,
Here's what he had to say about being servant leader: “1 don’t know what your desting wili be, but one
thing 1 know-~the only ones among you who will be truly happy are those who have sought and found

how to serve.”

Share your impressions of this powerful quote.

How s this quote simitar to the statement of Jesus in John B:12-172

Session & “Servant Leaders”

@ 1995 by Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted.




