SESSION S1X

“For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith—-and this not
from yourselves, it is the gift of
God—not by works, so that no man
can boast. For we are God’s work-
manship, created in Christ jesus to
do good works, which God pre-
pared in advance for us to do.”
Ephesians 2:8-10

IBLicaL Basis

Romans 5:1-5,15,1821;
Ephesians 2:1-10

He BiG IDEA

Grace is an undeserved gift to you
from God.

During this session you will guide

students to:

+ Examine the amazing grace that
God has for each of us;

» Discover how that grace impacts
their lives;

+ Implement & life of grace and an
attitude of thankfulness to God.

SURVE Y=

Students interview each other about
receiving gifts.

BEAM EFFORT—

unvioR FiGH/
MIDDLE SCHOOL

A Free GiFr—
An object lesson and discussion
about undeserved gifts.

EAM EFFORT—
HigH S¢HooL

Coin GiveawAy—
An activity to Hlustrate the free gift
of God’s grace.

N THE INMORD

THanks Gobp, | NEEDED
THATY— |

A Bible study on the undeserved gift
of the grace of God.

VHINGS TO THINK
ABOUT (OPTIONAL)

Questions to get students thinking
and talking about God’s unmerited
favor.

) ARENT PAGE

A tool to get the session into the
home and allow parents and young
pecple to discuss the gifts God has
given their family “just because.”



SESSION sIX

THE AMATIRG
GRACEOFGOD

LeADER’S DEVOTIONAL

“But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the tres-
pass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift
that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the
many!” (Romans 5:15).

My eighth-grade math teacher, Mr. Kim, began many of his classes with classical music. Not
a single fourteen-year-old was about to admit a liking for Mr. Kim's choice of entertainment.
When you're in junior high, culture goes as deep as the acceptance level of your peers.

['had a successful year in Mr. Kim5 class. Math came easier for me than most students so
I rose to the top of the class, but not without hard work. Nobody got off easy in Mr. Kim’s
class. At the end of the year, I was in line for the eighth grade math student-of-the-year
award. [ was delighted in spite of the ribbing from a few classmates.

Unfortunately, my laziness clouded my judgment. T decided 1 could miss out on a final
class. T already bagged an A, the award was mine so I reasoned “Why bother with the last
class?” As 1 sat out on the school lawn, 1 remember a classmate finding me and saying
“Webster, Mr. Kim is looking for you. You're in trouble for ditching class.” Well, 1 wasnt
quite ditching, 1 just wasn't showing up for work I already finished.

Mr. Kim didn't buy ry excuse. I remember him saying “Do you want to take your hard
work and your award and throw it away in one day?”

Mr. Kim’s track record was not laced with grace. He was a tough teacher. In my case, Mr.
Kim extended forgiveness. I received the math award after all. My fly-the-coop swan song
discredited an attitude in keeping with the award. Even though my grade was an A, stu-
dents don't get awarded for skipping class. Mr. Kim’s grace gave me something 1 didn't
deserve—regardless of my “good” past. 1 went sour in a second when 1 chose to dishonor
my teacher. He had every opportunity to debunk me.

God doesn't honior us for good work. He extends His award of life as His grace. Have you
ever had a time when you received something you really didn’t deserve? Its called grace. §
Kids today need grace and forgiveness even though they deserve to be dropped from the
ceremony. I've yet to meet the perfect student. God, however, continues to bring us along i
with His love. Hes the cne standing in the audience applauding when our name is called i
just like Mr. Kim. Knowing that Mr. Kim knew I didn’t deserve it, my gratitude for the
award was deepened. (Written by Doug Webster) “If you judge people,

you have no time to

love them.”
-—\iother Teresa
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GiFr SURVEY
Describe:

I The best gift you have ever received,

2. Themost useless gift you have ever received,

3. Theugliest gift you have ever received.

. The giftyou always wanted but have never received.

5. The most expensive gift you have ever received.

b, The smallest gift you have ever received.

8 © 1996 by Gospel Light. Permission 1o photocopy granted.
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1. The strangest or funniest gift you have ever received.

8. The most meaningful gift you have ever received,

© 1996 by Gospel Light. Permission 1o photocopy granted.
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D)~ THE WORD

THaNKS Gob, | NeEEDED THAT!
God’s grace is amazing because its free. God gives us grace, not because we deserve it, but
because of His love for us. God is a God of grace, giving that which we don't deserve.

Read Ephesians 2:1-10.

Grace Is a Gift of Life {vv. 1-3,5)

I, According to verses 1-3, what were we dead in?

2. How does verse 5 reflect God's grace?

3, Whatare we alive to now? {See Romans 5:1-3; 18-21.}

Grace Is a Gift of Love (v. 4)

1. According to verse 4, where does God's mercy and qrace for us come from?

2. What are some words that describe the Jove of God?

3, How does it feel to know that you are loved by your (reator no matter who you are or what you've done?

B8 © 1996 by Gospel Light, Permission to photocopy granted.
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THE AMATING
GRACEQF GOD

Grace Is a Gift of Salvation {vv. 5-9)

* 1, What do you think it means to be saved by grace?

2. Fromverses 5-9, what has God done for yoo by grace?

3, Why does God save us by grace through faith?

h. Whatare some ways people try to attain salvation?

Grace Is a Gift of a Future (v. 10)

1. What do you think it means to be God's workmanship?

2. Whatis it that “God [has] prepared in advance for us to do"?

3. How does it feel to know that God believes in your future and has taken time to plan it?

© 1996 by Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted,
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b, How does verse 10 reflect the grace of God?

So What?

1. What is one thing that has challenged or surprised you from this session on God's grace?

7. What is one area in which you need to experience more of God's grace?

© 1996 l;y Gospel Light. Pemission to photocopy granted.
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PHINGS TO THINK ABOUT

I From Ephesians 2:8, why did God do it all for us?

2. “Mercy is not getting what you do deserve. Grace is getting what you don't deserve.” What does that statement
mean?

- Whyis it so difficult for vs to understand and accept bod's grace?

3. Who in your life needs to hear about the message of God's grace? What would you tell i or her?

© 1996 by Gospel Light. Permission te phetocopy granted.
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Gerring Waar You Don’t DESERVE

It was a cold, overcast day as 1 stood in front of Cell 21 in the basement of Barracks 11—the
Death Block. What stood before me was & memorial to one of the most extraordinary people
and events in afl of Auschwitz—Father Maximilian Kotbe.

Father Maximilian Kolbe was a Catholic priest seatenced to be imprisoned in Auschwitz in
May 1941, Upon his arrival at KL Auschwitz, he was informed that the life expectancy of a
priest was about a month in Auschwitz. Father Kolbe took it upon himself to be an agent of
love within the dismal hopelessness of the barbed wire fences.

One night in July 1941, amidst the sounds of motorcycles and barking dogs, a man from
Barracks 14 escaped from Auschwitz. The next morning as the prisoners lined up for morning
roll call, they noticed the gallows in front of them—empty. The escapee had succeeded, yet
someone would pay the price for him. That moming, 10 men were selected Lo die in the starva-
tion bunker inside the Death Block. One of those men was 5659. As the ten were being led
away 1o screams of horror, a small, [rail man stepped forward. His number was 16670, His
name was Father Maximilian Kotbe.

“Sir, I'd like to die in place of one of those men.”

“In whose place do you want to die?” asked the Commander.

“For that one.” Father Koibe lifted his finger and pointed at 5659. And in an instant, 5639
was erased off the death ledger and 16670 was entered. One life for another—a gift of life. On
August 14, 1941, in a starvation bunker known only as Cell 21 in the basement of Barracks 11,
one man gave the gift of life by dying in place of another. Number 16670 died in place of 5659.

As 1 peered through the bars into the starvation cell where Maximilian Kolbe died, I felt as if
1 were on holy ground. The plague on the wall of the cell and the memorial fire in the center of
the cell pointed to what was one of the most extraordinary events in the history of this place
called Auschwitz. Here was light in the darkness, love afloat in the middle of a sea of hate, and
hope in the midst of madness. As 1 stood at the place where one man gave his life for another in
an act of love—the gift of life—1 was broken and changed.

it was a cold, overcast day when another Man gave His life. He was Light in the darkness,
Love afloat in the middle of a sea of hate, and Hope in the midst of madness. On that hill, Jesus
gave His life for all humanity—not enly for all humankind but more specifically for you and
me. A gift of life and an act of love given because of God’s incredible love for you and me.

Too often I lose sight of Gods love and His grace. Too often I get so wrapped up in my busy-
ness for Him, that I miss the opportunity to be with Him. Standing in front of that cell, I was
brought face-to-face with the radical love that God has for you and for me. God loved you and
me 5o much that He couldnt stand to live without us for eternity. Tt was a love that drove Him
o action-—a love that drove Jesus Christ to die on a cross for you and me. That’ the message of
the New Testament.

As 1 walked away from that moment in time at the starvation cell where Father Maximilian
Kolbe gave his Jife for another, [ wondered about 5659. Who was he? What went through his
mind as he saw Father Kolbe being led away to his death, while he was given the gift of life?

© 1996 by Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted.
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Sssi ﬁ: “The Amazing Grace of Gad”
Date

1 walked away from the basement of Barracks 11 broken—and changed. Broken, that a man
would give his life for another—changed in my gratitude for what was done for me on calvary.
Just dike 5659, 1 was being led away to my death when another Man stepped forward out of the
crowd, Looking into my eyes, He saw the terror and the pain.

“Sir, I'd like to die in the place of one of those men,” He said.

“In whose place do you want to die?”

“For that one.”

Just as Father Maximilian Kolbe, 16670, gave the gift of life to prisoner 5639, so Jesus Christ
has given us the gift of life and of grace. For just as prisoner 5659 experienced a radical grace-—
a gift that was never deserved—so do we experience a gift that we do not deserve: the amazing
grace of God!

1. How does the story of Father Maximilian Kolbe illustrate the grace of God?

7. What are some things God has given or done for you or your family “just because” even though you didn’t deserve it?

3, Read Romans 5 as a family and take some time to reffect and thank God for His grace and what He's given you—even
thoogh you don't deserve it!

© 1996 by Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted.




